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In keeping with its commitment to protect
human health and the environment, the Navy
continues to take action to protect the
waterfront area at Naval Air Station (NAS)
Alameda (see Fact Sheet No.6, Waterfront
Actions, August 1995). This fact sheet explains
how the Navy is protecting the waterfront by
cleaning out sediments and debris from the
storm water lines.

Prior to the federal Clean Water Act
becoming lawin 1972,it was common
practice to discharge industrial waste
water into storm water systems. The
storm water system at NAS Alameda
has about 194,000 feet of piping. As a
result of the Clean Water Act, the Navy
stopped direct discharge to the storm
water system at NAS Alamedain 1972.

Industrial waste water treatment
plants were installed at NAS Alameda,
and the Navy started a storm water
management program. As part of the
storm water management program,
the Navy sampled the sediment and
debris in the storm water drains and
catch basins. Residues of pesticides,
metals and other chemicals were

continued on page 2....

FOR
RAINWATER

STORM DRAIN

I

—

INDUSTRIAL WASTE WAS EMPTIED INTO

/-THE SEWER SYSTEM PRIORTO 1972

| =

o S

[F=15]

\— CATCH BASINS WHERE J

CONTAMINATED DEBRIS
COLLECTED

San Francisco Bay —

TO

EAST BAY MUD

2 i

NAVY
PLATING SHOP

NAVY
WATER
TREATMENT
PLANT

STOR

| I

M DRAIN

\W

San Francisco Bay

I

E

CONTAMINATED DEBRIS AND SEDIMENTS HAVE BEEN REMOVED

Prior to 1972, it was a commonly accepted practice to discharge industrial
waste into the storm water system. Since 1972, industrial waste has been
treated on site then routed to East Bay Municipal Utility Department.




detected. These residues are thought to
be left over due to past waste water
disposal through the storm water
system.

Cleanup of the storm drains and
catch basins was recently com-
pleted. Now the Navy wants to clean
out the storm water lines between
the storm drains and catch basins.
Cleaning the storm water lines will
remove any impacted sediments and
debris, preventing them from being
carried through the storm water out-
lets into the waterfront areas at NAS
Alameda.

How are
Storm Water Lines
Cleaned ?

The Navy cleans the storm water lines
with high pressure jets of water. The
dirty line or pipes are “power” washed
in sections, making sure each section
is completely cleaned. As a standard
method for cleaning storm water sys-
tems, several steps are taken:

Step 1:
pipes in the storm water system are
found using small video cameras.

Clogged or damaged

Step 2: The damaged pipes
are sealed off from the rest of the
storm water system during the clean-

ing.

Step 3:
are also sealed where they empty into
the waterfront. This is done so that
sediment, debris and wash water will
not be washed into the Bay.

Storm water outfalls

Step 4: A hose with a spray
nozzle, connected to a high pres-
sure pump, is placed into a section
of storm water line or pipe. The
spray nozzle pushes water through
the line, washes the walls, and

pushes the sediment and debris to-
ward the storm water manholes for
collection.

Step 5: The sediment, debris
and wash water are vacuumed up
from the manhole by a vacuum truck
fitted with a holding tank. The sedi-
ment, debris and water are then
taken away for appropriate disposal.

Step 6: The clean lines will
be videoed a second time to
re-inspect their condition. This is
done to be sure that the sediment
and debris were removed. It will also
show any pipe damage not seen
before.

PIPES ARE CLEANED AND SPRAYED
WITH HIGH PRESSURE WATER JETS

——

TEMPORARILY PLUGGED TO PREVENT CONTAMINATED
WATER, DEBRIS, AND SEDIMENTS FROM REACHING
THE BAY AS A RESULT OF CLEANING EFFORTS.
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What Happens to the
Sediment, Debris and
Water?

The power wash method gener-
ates sediment and debris (removed
from the pipes),and used wash water.

Sediment and Debris. Every-
thing removed from the lines is put
through a “filter system.” The filter
separates water from the sediment
and debris. The sediment and debris
are tested for chemicals and will be
managed and disposed of following
legal standards and requirements.

Used Wash Water. Water used
during the power washing operation
is either treated at NAS Alameda’s in-
dustrial waste water treatment plant
or sent to a disposal facility. The treat-
ment plantis operated and monitored
under a permit from the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District and the State of
California.

Howis
industrial waste water
being disposed of now?

Industrial waste water is now
treated on site and sent to the
East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict for further treatment and
disposal. The storm water sys-
tem carries only rainwater
runoff from streets, parking
lots and other surfaces. The
storm water system is moni-
tored in accordance with the
Navy’s storm water manage-
ment program and regulatory
permits.

How Can I Learn More
About the
Environmental Program
at NAS Alameda?

The Navy’s ongoing community in-
volvement program exists to ensure
that the community’s concerns and
interests are heard and that its ques-
tions are answered throughout the
environmental cleanup process. To
learn more about the Navy’s environ-
mental program or how you can be

involved, please call:

Hans Petersen
NAS Alameda Environmental Office
(510) 263-3706 extension 11

Or Visit

The NAS Alameda Information Repository
Alameda Public Library, Main Branch
2264 Santa Clara Avenue

Alameda, CA 94501

(510) 748-4661
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE

Code 015, Building 1, Naval Air Station Alameda, Alameda, CA 94501-5000

(510) 263-3706 FAX (510) 263-3737

We are updating our mailing list. Please assist us by returning this form to the above address (or fax number) with any changes to
the name or address on the mailing label attached to this envelope. Thanks!

Name and address are correct.

Please change name to:

TITLE:

Please change address to:




Naval Air Station Alameda
Environmental Office

250 Mall Square, Building 1
Alameda, CA 94502-5000
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