
Introduction

In the past, hazardous waste disposal practices, although standard practice
at the time, often resulted in the release of pollutants into surrounding soil
and groundwater.  At Treasure Island and Yerba Buena Island (TI/YBI)
and other naval facilities in the United States, the Navy is cleaning up
these sites under the Installation Restoration Program (IR program).  This
program, initiated by the Department of Defense, allows the Navy to
identify, investigate, and clean up hazardous waste sites at its closed and
operational facilities.

State, Federal and local environmental regulatory agencies are actively work-
ing with the Navy to achieve and maintain a healthy environment for the TI
and YBI community.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Cali-
fornia Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and the California
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) oversee the majority of
IR program work.  The City of San Francisco, as the Local Reuse Authority,
is also monitoring the Navy’s efforts.

The public also plays an important role in the success of the Navy’s IR
Program.  Citizens representing the diverse interests of the surrounding com-
munity have joined together to form the Restoration Advisory Board, com-
monly referred to as the RAB (see page 4).  The RAB’s role is to review the
Navy’s cleanup plans and reports, providing valuable input to the cleanup
team, which includes the Navy, its contractors, and the regulatory agencies.
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     FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you have questions or concerns about the
environmental activities taking place on TI and YBI, please call

the Navy’s Environmental Liaison,
Steve Edde, at (415) 743-4704, or e-mail him at

eddesl@efdsw.navfac.navy.mil.

This is the first in a series of quarterly
newsletters developed to keep you
informed about the Navy’s
environmental activities on Treasure
Island and Yerba Buena Island.

Environmental investigations and
cleanup began on Treasure Island and
Yerba Buena Island in the late 1980s
and continue today.  These actions are
being conducted under the Installation
Restoration Program
and are carried out by the Navy with
oversight provided by State and
Federal environmental regulatory
agencies.

This newsletter discusses the Navy’s
environmental cleanup program and
provides information about applicable
environmental laws and regulations.  It
briefly discusses some of the 25 sites
on Treasure Island and Yerba Buena
Island currently being investigated and/
or cleaned up, shows how you can
become involved, and where to go for
more information.  We also welcome
your comments on this newsletter.

Please share this information with
family members, friends and
representatives from any local
organizations that may benefit.
Individuals, businesses, and
organizations can receive future fact
sheets by filling out and returning the
mailing coupon found on the back page.
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TI/YBI Historical Fact Question

When was the first official military presence at
Treasure Island/Yerba Buena Island?



The Navy’s investigation and cleanup program includes all
Navy owned property at TI and YBI.  The Navy is also
working with the Department of Labor Job Corps, U.S.
Coast Guard and California Department of Transportation
on other property at TI/YBI.  The Navy program includes
IR program sites, former fuel pipelines and underground
storage tanks, lead based paint and asbestos.

A highlight of current investigation and cleanup activities
is presented below.  These sites are shown on the map on
page 3.

Sites 8, 11, 28, 29:  These sites are beneath or adjacent to
the Bay Bridge on YBI.  The Navy is in discussion with
CALTRANs on how best to proceed with the investigation
and cleanup, in conjunction with plans for the new eastern
span of the Bay Bridge.

Site 12: This site is located at the
northern end of TI, and is primarily
residential housing.  Site investiga-
tions have identified several areas
within Site 12 that contain physical
debris and hazardous chemicals at
varying levels.  Physical debris found
include:  bricks, glass, asphalt, and
spent materials from maintenance
and repair shops.  Chemicals and
metals found include petroleum hy-
drocarbons, polychlorinated biphe-
nyls (PCBs), polycyclic aromatic hy-
drocarbons (PAHs), and lead. The Navy is currently ad-
dressing these issues.  Some areas of the site have been
fenced to restrict access until the Navy can complete inves-
tigations and any necessary cleanup actions.

Site 21 Vessel Waste Oil Recovery Area:  This site is lo-
cated adjacent to Pier 12 and Building 3 at the southeast
corner of TI. The Navy is planning additional investigation
of groundwater due to the presence of cleaning solvents
from past equipment maintenance.

Sites 14/22 Fuel Farm and Gas Station:  This site is lo-
cated at Avenue N and 13th Street at TI.  Initial tests are
underway for the cleanup of petroleum found in soil and
groundwater.

Site 20 Soil Cleanup:  This site used to house a former
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transportation center and auto hobby shop (Building 225). The
Navy plans to remove soil that contains petroleum from three
areas, similar to a commercial gas station cleanup.  More infor-
mation will be available in a future fact sheet.

Site 24 Dry Cleaning Facility (Building 99):  Additional inves-
tigations are planned to determine the extent of dry cleaning
chemicals that have been detected in the groundwater under-
neath Building 99, and east between the building and the Bay.

Site 25:  This site is located on the east side of Building 2,
adjacent to Clipper Cove.  Initial tests are underway for the
cleanup of petroleum found in soil and groundwater.

Fuel Pipelines:  Initial cleanup tests are being conducted at
Avenue N and 5th Street for the cleanup of petroleum found in

soil and groundwater.

Lead Based Paint: A survey of lead
based paint has been conducted in resi-
dential areas at both TI and YBI.  Per
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) guidelines the
Navy has been abating lead found in resi-
dences constructed prior to 1960, all of
which are on YBI.  The Navy plans to
complete this work in Summer 2001, for
all homes planned for occupancy.

Asbestos:  Inspection, repair or removal
of asbestos containing material has oc-

curred at previously leased buildings and most other structures.
Asbestos abatement at 14 vacant buildings on TI and YBI will
begin this summer.

Many people are wondering why it is taking so long for the
Navy to cleanup TI and YBI.  Environmental investigations have
a tendency to take a long time because they need to be compre-
hensive.  Possible sources and locations of contamination need
to be evaluated – this includes soil, groundwater, surface water,
air, on and offshore sediments, and buildings and structures.
These media might need to be sampled and analyzed several
times to confirm results and in the case of groundwater, ac-
count for seasonal changes in water levels.

The Navy anticipates that environmental investigations and
cleanups will continue in areas of TI and YBI through 2004.

Vacuum extraction system to remove
petroleum from groundwater at 5th
and N Streets on TI
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JOIN THE RAB!

A key component of the Navy’s community relations pro-
gram is the local Restoration Advisory Board (RAB).  The
RAB is a citizens advisory group established by the Navy
that promotes dialogue between local residents and the Navy
regarding the TI/YBI environmental cleanup program.

The TI RAB was established in 1994, and is composed of
representatives from the community, the Navy, and regula-
tory agencies.  The RAB meets monthly to discuss and com-
ment on TI and YBI environmental cleanup activities, and
relay community interests and concerns to the Navy.

You can make a real difference in the environmental cleanup
at TI and YBI.  The TI RAB is currently looking for new
members.  RAB member responsibilities include attending
monthly meetings, reviewing and commenting on technical
cleanup plans, and advising the Navy on key environmental
issues.

To obtain a RAB member application, please call Steve Edde
at (415) 743-4704.
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NAVY COMMUNITY RELATIONS PROGRAM

The RAB is only one of the ways the Navy keeps the commu-
nity involved in the environmental activities on TI.  The Navy
will continue to hold public meetings and public comment
periods at critical points throughout the cleanup process.
During the public comment periods, community concerns and
interests are considered and responded to by the Navy.

Public notices about upcoming meetings are published in a
local newspaper of general circulation.  Fact sheets and work
notices are issued periodically to keep the public informed
about site-specific cleanup activities.

The Navy and RAB are also planning an Open House for TI
and YBI residents in Fall 2001.  Details about this event will
be in the next newsletter.

We are updating our Community Relations Plan

The Navy is currently updating the 1997 Community Rela-
tions Plan (CRP) for TI.  The CRP details how the Navy will
communicate with the interested community during environ-
mental investigations and cleanup.  The purpose of the CRP
is to:

3 Describe the TI community and their
 information needs

3    Identify community concerns about TI
3 Find solutions to community concerns
3 Outline methods to involve interested community

members in the investigation and cleanup process

Much of the information in the CRP is gathered through in-
terviews with representatives of the community and govern-
ment.  If you would like to be interviewed, or know of some-
one you think we should interview, please call Steve Edde,
the Navy’s Environmental Liaison, at (415) 743-4704.

What happens at a RAB meeting?
Come find out…

RAB meetings are held the third Tuesday of
each month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., at the
Casa de la Vista, Building 271, located on
Palm  Avenue on TI.

WTASF or What’s this acronym stand for???

The field of environmental investigations and cleanup is full
of acronyms that seem daunting to a person not in the

industry.  If the acronyms seem overwhelming there are
several sources for help. The US EPA website, www.epa.gov,
provides a list of acronyms and what they stand for.  Or you
can call the Navy’s Environmental Liaison, Steve Edde, at
(415) 743-4704, to get an acronym list sent to your home.
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CLEANUP IS A COOPERATIVE EFFORT

Environmental investigation and cleanup work underway at TI, relies on a
cooperative effort between the Navy and state and local regulatory agen-
cies.  Representatives from these groups make-up the Base Realignment
and Closure (BRAC) Cleanup Team, commonly referred to as the BCT.
The BCT is composed of:

3 Southwest Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command – a
division of the Navy that is responsible for environmental investi-
gation and cleanup pertaining to past disposal of hazardous wastes
at TI.  Point of Contact:  James Sullivan, (415) 743-4717.

3 California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) –
Part of the California Environmental Protection Agency, DTSC is
the lead regulatory agency responsible for providing technical re-
view and oversight of environmental investigations, cleanup ef-
forts, and the community relations program.  Point of Contact:
David Rist, (510) 540-3763.

3 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – The EPA, a federal
agency, works in coordination with DTSC to provide technical
oversight for environmental investigation and cleanup efforts.  Point
of Contact:  Phillip Ramsey, (415) 744-2365.

The BCT also works cooperatively with other federal and state agencies,
including the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), which
oversees groundwater, and petroleum based contamination issues, the Cali-
fornia Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), and the City and
County of San Francisco.

INFORMATION REPOSITORY

Two information repositories are pro-
vided for the community to review cur-
rent documents related to environmental
cleanup activities at TI.  The information
repositories are located at:

Navy Detachment
410 Palm Avenue,

Building 1, Room 161
Treasure Island

San Francisco, CA
(415)  743-4704

Hours: M to F  - 7:00am to 4:30 p.m.

San Francisco Public Library
Government Pulications Section

100  Larkin Street
San Francisco, CA

(415) 557-4400
Hours:

Monday - 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
T/W/Th. - 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Friday - noon to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday - 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Sunday - noon to 5:00 p.m.

Left to right are David Rist (DTSC), Melissa Gunter (CIWMB),
Jim Sullivan (Navy), Sarah Raker (RWQCB), Michael Bloom (Navy),
Phillip Ramsey (EPA)

TI/YBI Historical Fact Answer

 In 1867, the U.S. Army established
a smallgarrison on Yerba Buena
Island.  The garrison was later used
as an artillery post and depot, a
quartermaster depot, and a torpedo
(mine) station.  This began an Army
presence that lasted until 1960.  The
only remaining Armybuilding is the
Torpedo (Mine) Assembly building,
constructed in 1891 as part of the
San Francisco Bay harbor defense.
“Torpedos” were an earlier name
for floating mines.
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Steve Edde
Navy Detachment
410 Palm Avenue
Room 161, Building 1
Treasure Island
San Francisco, CA  94130-1802

Mailing Coupon

If you would like to be added to the TI/YBI mailing list and receive copies of future newsletters and fact sheets, please fill
out the coupon below and mail it to

  Steve Edde
Navy Detachment
 410 Palm Avenue

Room 161,Building 1
Treasure Island, San Francisco, CA  94130-1802

Name

Address

City  State                                            Zip

E-mail Address


